Saint Nicholas, pray for us!
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The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian young people. Copyright 2022 Alexandra Houck.
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at myocn.net.

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Open for business!

Have you ever wanted to go
somewhere, but when you got there,
you found it was closed? What a disap-
pointment!

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear the
story of a woman who had been crip-
pled for 18 years. She couldn’t straighten up her back for 18 whole years!
Well, the Bible tells us about the many, many people whom our Lord, Je-
sus Christ healed. Usually, the sick people cry out for Jesus. “Have mercy
on me!” they might say. But in this story, we read that our Lord called out
to her instead. He wanted to heal her, to make her better, so He did!

Lots of people were angry at Jesus then. He had broken a rule—He had
done work on the Sabbath day, and you were supposed to keep that day
holy. You were supposed to rest on that day. They told the people to stay
away if they wanted to be healed. They said, “There are six days on which
work should be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not on the
Sabbath day.” Really, they wanted to put up a “CLOSED” sign. They
wanted to keep the people away.

Our Lord is always ready to call out to us, to help us. He never puts up a
“CLOSED” sign. We can pray to God anytime—in the middle of the night, in the
day, at school, at a party, when we’re alone or with a bunch of people. When we
want the Lord to listen to us, pray to Him, and He will be open for business!
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THE POPULAR SAINT
SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER

Who doesn’t love Saint Nicholas?
This wonderful saint is the patron saint for s
many countries (including Greece and Russia),
for cities, for travelers, and for fishermen and
sailors. So many children are named after him, -/
especially in Orthodox countries. How did he
get to be so popular? Why do people love him
so much?
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Can you find these
words in the jum-
ble?
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Bishop
Compassion
Council
Healing

Myra

Nicholas
Prayer
Straighten
Thanks
Wonderworker
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The funny thing about Saint Nicholas is that we
don’t know too much about his life. He was a bishop, and he went to

the first great meeting (the first Ecumenical Council) of the Christian
Church. But still, we don’t have anything today he might have written
or said.
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Most of us do know the story of the three poor young girls. Saint
Nicholas helped them by giving them money so they could get mar-
ried and have happy, safe lives. Saint Nicholas had compassion on
these children, and he asked God to help them. Even today, Saint
Nicholas is a special saint for children. Your parents might pray to
him for you, and you can pray to him too!

Many people pray to Saint Nicho-
w las for help and protection when

| they travel. One prayer to Saint Nicholas says, “You were shown to be a feeder of

the hungry, a great pilot for those on the seas, and a healer of the

% Inthisicon, you can see Saint
' sick. You have proved to be a helper of all that cry to God, Alleluia.”

® Nicholas saving a man flailing in

‘ | the water. Saint Nicholas listens to all of us who pray to him!

We celebrate St. Nicholas on Tuesday, Dec. 6th (OC: Dec. 19th).
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