The Entrance into the Temple
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“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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More, more, more!
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Have you ever opened a bunch of
birthday presents, and then you looked around to
see if there were any more? Maybe you had a gift
bag, and you reached down further to make sure
you didn’t miss another present!

In today’s Gospel, we hear about the man who
wanted more. This rich man had done very well,
and he had so much food and grain that he didn’t
know what to do with it all. So, he decided to build -
bigger barns to hold all his things. He didn’t think about giving it away to
others; instead, he just thought about how he could hold onto it for him-
self. He wanted to have a bigger place so he could store more, more, more.

God doesn’t want us to do that! He wants us to think about others. If God
has given us something, He wants us to share what we have. God doesn’t

want us to just think about getting more money, more toys, more clothes,
and more places to put it all.

But, do you know, there is one thing we can do more, more, more of! We
can do more for other people. We can give more time to people who need
it—maybe visit an older person in a nursing home. We can give more of
our things or money to others—maybe giving to a poor person or organi-
zation. We can give more friendship to people we know—maybe to some-
body you don’t know so well at school. Let’s try to give more, more, more!
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o HHave you ever been to a baptism

; (that you can remember)? Or maybe you've
seen a little baby being brought to the church
for the first time when he was only 40 days old?
You might remember how special these ser-

vices are. A little child begins his life in our holy
Church!
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Tomorrow, we celebrate one of the 12 great
feasts of our Orthodox Church. On this day, we
remember when Mary, the Theotokos, entered the temple. She lived
there until she was engaged to Joseph. And not too long after that,
baby Jesus was born to her!
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On this day too, we remember how Mary began her life, close to God.
She lived her whole life close to God. Even now, she is close to God in
heaven.

Maybe you know somebody who lived his or her whole life, trying to
be close to God. Maybe it’s a family member, or maybe it’s somebody
from your church. We all know somebody who wanted to be close to
God, and we pray that he or she is still close to God in heaven!

The priest who greeted
w little Mary was Zachariah.

Do you remember him?
« Heis the father of Saint
® John the Baptist, the
| cousin of Jesus!

When you were brought to the church to be baptized, your parents
wanted you to be close to God. They prayed for you to be close to God
not just on that day, but for all your life! Let’s use the Theotokos as
our example, and always stay close to God and His holy Church!

We celebrate this great feastday tomorrow, November 21st (OC: Dec. 4th).
HRELEEELE R R LR LR R L L LSRR R R R LR LR R SRR R RS E

© Alexandra Houck 2022

e 3 2k vk she ofie sfe sfe ol e ol sl s 3he sfe ok sfe sfe ofe sl sl e sl ok 38 3k ol ofe ofe ol sl sl s ol sl ohe vl sl ol ofe sfe ol e ol ol sl sl ol ol sl ook

3b vfe afe e 38 ol ol 3be 3be ofe sl s ok ofe e 3l ofe ofe ol vde she ofe e 3 ol ofe sl ab vl ol e 380 3l ol s sb ofe sl e ohe ofe e 3 ofe ol e v sfe ofe e sl ol ok

VeV



