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Fr. Luke Mihaly Welcome to Holy Trinity Parish

74 Joes Hill Road Toclag is the Sunc]ag of the
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Rectory (203) 748-0671 Samarltan Woman. Thc
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Basiliscus.
https://www.facebook.com/htocdanbury/
?fref=hovercard

Holy Trinity is a diverse and
welcoming parish of the
Carpatho Russian Diocese,
under the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

Diocesan Website: www.acrod.org

Camp Nazareth:
http://www.campnazareth.org

His Eminence, Metropolitan
Facebook: Gregory of Nyssa, is our
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese diocesan ruling hierarch.

Everyone is invited downstairs Christ and His Holy Orthodox
following Divine Liturgy for Coffee Church.
Hour and Fellowship.

Divine Liturgy is offered

Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews .
Sunday at 10 am. As reminder

You Tube: only those Orthodox If you have any questions ab_out
https://youtube.com/acroddiocese Christians who are properly Come down and meet Fr. Luke the Orthodox Church, our Faith, or
' ' prepared are invited to receive  and the parishioners. our parish please fee_l free to
Recommended Orthodox Internet Holy Communion. Our parish offers many contact Fr. Luke._ He is more than

A > happy to meet with you and talk.
Ministries opportunities to pray, to study
http://myocn.net/ and learn more about Jesus

http://www.ancientfaith.com/

Schedule of Services and Events for this week

Services/Events

Sunday, May 22, 10 AM — Sunday, May 29, 10 AM -
Adult Ed Divine Liturgy Liturgy
Church Store
Dorothv B Monday, May 23, 7 PM — Sunday, May 29, 12:30 PM
orothy Day Spirituality Class — Parish Council Meeting

Birthdays/Anniversaries
Tuesday, May 24, 9 AM —

Upcoming Events 5
Akathist

OYMT Update
Parish Garden
Roll Sale

Wednesday, May 25, 7 PM
— Adult Catechism Class
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Paralytic Sunday Thursday, May 26, 9 AM —

New Testament Class

Friday, May 27, 9 AM - Old
Testament class

Saturday, May 28,5 PM —
Vespers
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Please remember to sign up and

subscribing on our parish web
site www.holytrinitydanbury.org

And to those with a Facebook
accounts please like our
Facebook page posts
associated with the fundraising
events here
https://www.facebook.com/htocd

anbury/?fref=hovercard so the
word gets out.

Dorothy Day

Dorothy Day—Our next
date to serve at Dorothy
Day will be Friday, June
10" If you are able to
help for all or part of the
afternoon, please let
Susan Sulich know.
Community service hours
available for high school
students who need
them! If you are
interested in cooking
something for Dorothy
Day that can be made
ahead and frozen, please
let us know.

| Cards for Marilyn

Cards for Marilyn—
Marilyn Zaengle is still at
Bethel Healthcare. She is

very appreciative of all the

cards that she received

from parishioners. She has

a new room number#:
212D. The full address is
Mrs. Marilyn Zaengle —
Room #212D, Bethel
Health Care Center, 13
Park Lawn Dr, Bethel, CT
06801.

Adult Education Opportunities

We have several adult
education classes going
on currently that are
currently online:

Spirituality Class —
Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
This week we will soon
be starting a new book:
Unseen Warfare

Catechism Class —
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

For those studying to come
into the Church and those in
the Church who want to
deepen their understanding
and participation in the Faith.
We'll be starting a new book
soon, Symeon the New
Theologian — The Discourses.

New Testament — Thursdays
at 9:00 a.m. currently we are
reading and studying St. Paul’s

Second Epistle to the Corinthians

Old Testament Class — Fridays at
9:00 a.m. We have begun Psalms.

All classes will take place in the
church hall. We will also make them
available via Zoom for those who
cannot attend in person. (live, same
credentials).

Church Store—Need a
gift? Consider
shopping in our Church
Store. Your purchase
benefits the parish and
we have a beautiful
selection of icons,
jewelry, books and
religious items. If there
are any items you
would like to see in our
store, please let Lisa
Farrah or Sarah
Mannello know.

Monthly Food Sale—We
will be resuming our
Monthly Food Sale on
Thursday, June 2" from
4—6 p.m. If you are able to
help staff the sale, please
contact Helen Galskoy.
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OYMT Update

OYMT Updates--
Yesterday our youth
mission team started
to install a fence for
our parish garden
here at the Church.
Thank you for all your
support to our team!

| Parish Vegetable Garden
Parish Vegetable Garden—You
may have noticed by the Cross
at the top of the driveway a
vegetable garden is developing!
OYMT helped start the
construction of a fence and
parishioners have planted some
vegetables in the beds. God
willing, the garden will provide
fresh produce for the parish to
share. Everyone is invited to
participate planting, weeding and
watering the garden whenever
you have a little time. There is
also more work to be done on
the fence to keep the animals
from eating our harvest. The
children will also be doing some
garden projects. It's a great
addition for our parish family!

| Roll Sale

Roll Sale—We have
some nut rolls for sale for
$10. See Helen Galskoy if
you would like to
purchase one.

Upcoming Events

Monthly Food Sale—

Thursday, June 2"¢ 4—6 p.m.

OYMT Training Session

and

Parent Meeting—Sunday,

June 5" 3-5 p.m.

(Continued from Page 4) In an
impotent rage Nero gave
orders to flay the skin from
Saint Photina and to throw the
martyr down a well. Sebastian,
Photinus and Joses had their
legs cut off, and they were
thrown to dogs, and then had
their skin flayed off. The
sisters of Saint Photina also
suffered terrible torments.
Nero gave orders to cut off
their breasts and then to flay
their skin. An expert in cruelty,
the emperor readied the
fiercest execution for Saint

Photis: they tied her by the feet
to the tops of two bent-over
trees. When the ropes were cut
the trees sprang upright and
tore the martyr apart. The
emperor ordered the others
beheaded. Saint Photina was
removed from the well and
locked up in prison for twenty
days.

After this Nero had her brought
to him and asked if she would
now relent and offer sacrifice to
the idols. Saint Photina spit in
the face of the emperor, and

laughing at him, said, “O most
impious of the blind, you profligate
and stupid man! Do you think me
so deluded that | would consent to
renounce my Lord Christ and
instead offer sacrifice to idols as
blind as you?”

Hearing such words, Nero gave
orders to again throw the martyr
down the well, where she
surrendered her soul to God (ca.
66).

On the Greek Calendar, Saint
Photina is commemorated on
Februarv 26.

Birthdays

May

Natalja Schnittler 18
Kevin Gutzman 20
Adrienne Fedyna 25
Paul & Susan Sulich - 28
Anniversary

Nick & Jennie Fong - 28
Anniversary

Michael & Kathryn 29
Kerpchar - Anniversary

Ken Borsari 31




We’re on the Web!
holytrinitydanbury.org
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Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
74 Joes Hill Rd
Danbury, CT 06811

Help Re-Stock Our
Kitchen— We are in
need of 10-inch paper

plates and decaf coffee.

Thank you!

The Holy Martyr Photina (Svetlana) the Samaritan Woman, her sons Victor (hamed Photinus)
and Joses; and her sisters Anatola, Phota, Photis, Paraskevé, Kyriake; Nero’s daughter
Domnina; and the Martyr Sebastian: The holy Martyr Photina was the Samaritan Woman, with
whom the Savior conversed at Jacob’s Well (John. 4:5-42).

During the time of the emperor Nero (54-68), who displayed excessive cruelty against Christians,
Saint Photina lived in Carthage with her younger son Joses and fearlessly preached the Gospel
there. Her eldest son Victor fought bravely in the Roman army against barbarians and was
appointed military commander in the city of Attalia (Asia Minor). Later, Nero called him to Italy to
arrest and punish Christians.

Sebastian, an official in Italy, said to Saint Victor, “I know that you, your mother and your brother,
are followers of Christ. As a friend | advise you to submit to the will of the emperor. If you inform
on any Christians, you will receive their wealth. | shall write to your mother and brother, asking
them not to preach Christ in public. Let them practice their faith in secret.”

Saint Victor replied, “I want to be a preacher of Christianity like my mother and brother.”
Sebastian said, “O Victor, we all know what woes await you, your mother and brother.” Then
Sebastian suddenly felt a sharp pain in his eyes. He was dumbfounded, and his face was
somber.

For three days he lay there blind, without uttering a word. On the fourth day he declared, “The
God of the Christians is the only true God.” Saint Victor asked why Sebastian had suddenly
changed his mind. Sebastian replied, “Because Christ is calling me.” Soon he was baptized, and
immediately regained his sight. Saint Sebastian’s servants, after witnessing the miracle, were
also baptized.

Reports of this reached Nero, and he commanded that the Christians be brought to him at
Rome. Then the Lord Himself appeared to the confessors and said, “Fear not, for | am with you.
Nero, and all who serve him, will be vanquished.” The Lord said to Saint Victor, “From this day
forward, your name will be Photinus, because through you, many will be enlightened and will
believe in Me.” The Lord then told the Christians to strengthen and encourage Saint Sebastian to
persevere until the end.

All these things, and even future events, were revealed to Saint Photina. She left Carthage in the
company of several Christians and joined the confessors in Rome.

At Rome, the emperor ordered the saints to be brought before him and he asked them whether
they truly believed in Christ. All the confessors refused to renounce the Savior. Then the
emperor gave orders to smash the martyrs’ finger joints. During the torments, the confessors felt
no pain, and their hands remained unharmed.

Nero ordered that Saints Sebastian, Photinus and Joses be blinded and locked up in prison, and
Saint Photina and her five sisters Anatola, Phota, Photis, Paraskevé and Kyriake were sent to
the imperial court under the supervision of Nero’'s daughter Domnina. Saint Photina converted
both Domnina and all her servants to Christ. She also converted a sorcerer, who had brought

her poisoned food to kill her.

Three years passed, and Nero sent to the prison for one of his servants, who had been locked

up. The messengers reported to him that Saints Sebastian, Photinus and Joses, who had been

blinded, had completely recovered, and that people were visiting them to hear their preaching,

and indeed the whole prison had been transformed into a bright and fragrant place where God
was glorified.

Nero then gave orders to crucify the saints, and to beat their naked bodies with straps. On the
fourth day the emperor sent servants to see whether the martyrs were still alive. But,
approaching the place of the tortures, the servants fell blind. An angel of the Lord freed the
martyrs from their crosses and healed them. The saints took pity on the blinded servants, and
restored their sight by their prayers to the Lord. Those who were healed came to believe in
Christ and were soon baptized. (continued on page 3)




