Prayer For Peace — Evening Prayers

Lord Jesus Christ, Son and Word of God, You became flesh and dwelt among
us. You made the womb of Your most-pure Mother more spacious than the
heavens. Yet You, the true light, were born in the darkness of a cave, thereby
enlightening the world that was darkened by sin. To redeem us, You shared
Your whole life. You submitted to death on the Cross and rose from the dead,
bestowing life. We share in Your death and resurrection, that we may indeed
be dead to sin and alive in You. As we fast and prepare to celebrate Your life-
giving manifestation, we pray especially that our respect for life will prevail in
the world. Directed by Your command to care for “the least of these,” may
we and all people heed Your call to show care and concern for life in the
womb; for the lives of the poor, oppressed, and suffering; and for the lives of
the sick, the elderly, and the dying. May Your peace reign in our hearts and
throughout world, especially in places of unrest, so that the shedding of blood
in warfare, violence, terrorism, tyranny, and all manner of strife may come to
an end. May aggression between neighbors and nations fade away. May love
reign in the lives of families. O Savior, You have said “I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.” May we become partakers of Your
abundant life, together with all the saints whose lives have pleased You from
the beginning. For You are the way, the truth and the life, O Christ our God,
and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your most-
holy, gracious and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. AMEN.
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